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f6RH: Specially-trained riot officers on stand-by at travellers' site 


Bv Chris Harris 


PLANNING is under way for a multi-mil- 
lion-pound policing operation to quell 
potential disorder as the eviction threat 
looms at an Essex travellers' camp. 

As protesters embed themselves at the 
Dale Farm site near Basildon, Essex Police 
are gearing up for the mass eviction and 
have put riot-trained officers on stand-by. 

Travellers failed in a High Court bid to 
stop the clearing of more than 400 residents 
living on the illegal part of the gypsy site. 

The row over unauthorised properties at 
the former scrapyard has been rumbling on 
for a decade, with around 80 homes deemed 
to breach planning conditions. 

Basildon Council is expected to begin 
eviction proceedings over the coming 
weeks after a 28-day notice served on Dale 
Farm residents expired last Wednesday. 

The travellers, who have been joined by 
activists at the site, have vowed to keep 
their resistance to the evictions peaceful. 

Resident Kathleen McCarthy said: 
“Supporters are welcome here and we 
remain determined to stay. We will resist 
the bailiffs and build barricades but none 
of us have weapons or anything like that. 
Anybody who is welcomed on this site will 
resist in a peaceful way.” 

Full Story - Page 2 
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Today 



Area A 

Morning: A bright start, but scattered 
showers are expected, perhaps heavier 
towards midday. 

Afternoon: Some sunny intervals but 
rather cloudy at times with a continued 
risk of showers, some heavy with hail 
Details: The day’s high will be 19C (66F) 
with a moderate southwest wind. 
Tonight: Turning more cloudy overnight 
with the risk of some patchy light rain or’ 
drizzle later. Minimum tonight around 
12C (54F) with a moderate or fresh wind 
from the southwest. 

Area B 

Morning: Sunny spells, but blustery 
showers quickly developing and 
becoming heavy. 

Afternoon: Some sunny intervals, but 
also further heavy showers, some with 
hail and a risk of thunder. 

Details: Fresh west to southwesterly 
wind, with a maximum temperature of 
19C (66F). 

Tonight: Showers clearing but turning 
cloudier overnight, with the risk of some 
light rain or drizzle at times. A strong 


By Dan Holley of WeatherQuest 


Weather at noon 



Police all set 


for evictions 

DALE FARM: Operation at travellers' site 


By Chris Harris 


UK summary 


South: Some sunny intervals, but 

__ tr ir gi u( ( |oo m sir rather cloudy at times with the 

west or southwesterly wind and lowest c f ,ance of occasional blustery 
temperature of 12 C (54F) showers. Tonight turning more 

North Sea cloudy overnight, with the risk of 

Seas slight or moderate, becoming rough, f®" 1 ® drizzle 

Winds force 5 or 6. later. Max20C(68F) Min13C(55F) 

West: A mixture of sunny intervals 
and blustery heavy showers. 

Tonight turning cloudier overnight, 
with the risk of some rain spreading 
in. Max 17C (63F) Min 13C (55F) 
Midlands: Sunny spells, but rather 

. . mum m , y c,oud y at times w,th the chance of 

wind , the max temp 17C (63F) min temp ° ccas,onal blustery showers. 

11C (52F). Tonight turning cloudier with the risk 

nf enmo rain cnrmWin/, s. 


Local outlook 

Tomorrow 

Cloudy and wind y for most of the day 
with outbreaks of rain, some heavy. 
There will be a strong southwesterly 


Wednesday 

A mixture of sunny spells and blustery 
showers, mostly light. A strong 
southwesterly wind Max temp 19C 
(66F) min temp 12C (54F). 

Thursday 

Wavvwiv cAoudy w\\h soma showery ra\n 

spreading across during the day. but 
becoming drier later. Strong westerly 
wind and a max temp of 18C (64F) min 
temp IOC (50F). 



of some rain spreading in from the 
west. Max 17C (63F) Min11C(52F) 
North: Sunny spells and scattered 
showers, some heavy and thundery 
with a chance of hail. Tonight 
cloudier with the risk of rain. Max 
15C (59F) Min 11C (52F) 

Scotland: Cloudy with showery rain 
at hrst, but becoming brighter with a 
mixture of sunny spells and 
scattered showers. Tonight a few 
clear spells, but turning more cloudy 
as outbreaks of rain move in. Max 
13C (55F) Min IOC (50F) 
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Wales: Some sunny spells but often 
cloudy with blustery showers, some 
heavy and with hail. Tonight a 
cloudy night, with the some rain at 
times, and misty over the hills. Max 
16C (61F) Min 11C(52F) 


Europe 


Thundery rain will affect much of the Alps, Italy 
and across the Balkans. Fine, dry and very 
warm across much of Spain, the Mediterranean 
and Eastern Europe, with a small risk of an 
afternoon shower Blustery showers will affect 
much of France, Germany and the Low 
Countnes, while Scandinavia will start the day 
dry and bright before clouding over with 
outbreaks of rain spreading into Denmark and 
Norway. 

High tides 

Tidal differences on Harwich 
Harwich: 0540 1808 

Lowestoft 723 Ipswich ♦ Q20 

- 148 Mistley/Wivenhoe ♦ 020 

- 1.03 Burnham on Crouch * 0.30 

025 Woodbudge . 045 
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RIOT-trained officers are 
today on stand-by to help as 
bailiffs prepare to move in at 
an Essex travellers’ camp. 

Essex Police is ready and 
waiting as the eviction draws 
closer and they have already 
called on colleagues from 
Suffolk and Norfolk to join 
them for what is expected to be 
a major operation as families 
are evicted from Dale Farm, 
which lies between Billericay 
and Wickford. 

The actual date of the evic- 
tion is being kept under close 
wraps by chiefs at Basildon 
Borough Council but the pro- 
ceedings are expected to get 
under way over the coming 
weeks, possibly within a mat- 
ter of days. 

It comes after travellers last 
week failed in a last-ditch High 
Court bid to halt the eviction 
of more than 400 people. 

The hearing followed a 
decade-long row over unau- 
thorised properties on the 
former scrap yard. Although 
half of the site is legal, more 
than 80 properties are deemed 
to be breaching planning 
conditions. 

Suffolk Constabulary has 
refused to reveal how many 


DEFIANT: Members of the McCarthy family at 
Dale Farm travellers’ site, in Essex 


Essex constabulary - which 
has begun planning for a 
multi-million-pound policing 
operation to protect travellers 
supporters and bailiffs - has 
confirmed it will bear the cost 
of drafting in officers from 
other forces. 

Nishan Wijeratne, a spokes- 
man for Essex Police said- “We 
Zll 1 rei ™ burse mutual aid 
forces who supply their offic- 

th/° r * th ? P0lice operation 
- the cost of which will prima- 
rily be dictated by any E 
of disorder ca” — 1 ’ -- 

als at the site. 

Lisa Miller, 


It has already emerged that 
at least one location in the 
region, Forge Caravan Site in 
Combs, near Stowmarket, has 
offered displaced families a 
place to stay. 

Sally Smith, a spokes- 
man for the eastern branch 
of the Country Landowners 
Association, said: ’When 
the legal action was won by 
Basildon Borough Council we 
emailed our members pointing 

ruu trai “ ’ rr * " uvv limiiy my be dictated hv a out what the evictions meant. 
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Sun £ Moon 

Sunrise 0611 
sunset 1936 
LIGHTING-UP 
TIME: Sunset to 
sunrise. Moonrise 
1444 moonset 
2239. First quarter 
at 1839. 
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ricades they have vowed their durine thJ iup l >0 ^ t Essex Police 
resistance will be peaceful. Dale evictlon Process at 
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Farm resident, said: "We have niannfaV esources have been 
OQO canisters but they are for Nnwxfi? to allow Policing of 
tlo/be S"** 

ers haveahS advlf* landown ' 
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properties am iri ° Ces to their 
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h 

protesting agains, ^ E* cltZ^ 0,k end Suffolk “„es were as secure as 


fdel and will absolutely not be 

used as weapons. 

nl " w L7 a proud *»u- 

nity and we are absolutely 

wanlc ! reSted in any0n e Who 
wants to come on here and 
cause trouble.” dna 


"We do warn all our mem- 
bers that they really need to 
block off gateways and other 
access to their properties* We 
are telling them to block up 
and lock up gateways, drives 
and do whatever they can. 

“I think there is a concern 
in Essex, Suffolk and neigh- 
bouring counties that the peo- 
ple are going to have to find 
somewhere.” 


chris.harrisfeadt.co.rii 


=£T*! 0Ver death crash 


A M AN accused of causing 
death by dangerous 
driving after an Ipswich 
woman was killed on the 
Essex/Suffolk border is 
due to enter his plea today 
Joao Alves, of Bramford 
Lane, Ipswich, is scheduled 
to appear before *- J 


f °llowing?he? a , r8cd 
which occurred* 3 / crash - 
"l a bridge ,‘ c ,1 at lh e base 
pedhain on SenJt A . 12 11 ear 
last year. Ptembej* 26 

|;‘UhepU| left the r 


L ‘ road i 


^ u »’t in late June. During 
ihe hearing the case was 
committed to crown court. 

before Alves was released 
on bail. 



